The Tale of Tom Auther Sawdon
The starting point for me was when Delly, one of the Sawden circle, asked if anyone knew anything of Tom Auther Sawden.  She had found his marriage:

The Pall Mall Gazette, London.  Tuesday April 1 1884
Marriage
Sawden-Newman - -At St Saviours St George's Square, Mr Tom A Sawden to Sophie, daughter of the late Mr Edwin Newman jnr, of Hendford, Yeovil, March 29th.

But after that nothing of Tom and Sophie, no census entries in 1891 or 1901, no death records they seemed to have just disappeared.

Tom Auther Sawden had been born in Bridlington in 1863, son of Auther Sawden and his wife Mercy (nee Woodcock)

We found the marriage index for Tom and Sophie   

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sophie Jekyll G Newman
	1884
	Jan-Feb-Mar
	  
	St George Hanover Square 
	London, Middlesex 
	




	Tom Auther Sawden
	1884
	Jan-Feb-Mar
	  
	St George Hanover Square 
	London, Middlesex 
	




	Edward James Sweetman
	1884
	Jan-Feb-Mar
	  
	St George Hanover Square 
	London, Middlesex 
	

	Matilda Louisa Lewis
	1884
	Jan-Feb-Mar
	  
	St George Hanover Square 
	London, Middlesex 
	




We found your Newman website which gave information about Sophie’s family.

In 1881 Tom was staying with his Woodcock uncle and aunt at a village near Bridlington.  He was described as a medical student.

Delly found a record of the death of a Tom Auther Sawden in Australia in 1951, and applied for the certificate.  When it came it was obviously the “right” Tom as it gave details such as the parents’ names, but intriguingly it gave his name as “Tom Auther Sawdon, also known as Tom Cannam”. Occupation was actor.  The informant was Jack Gordon Drummond Cannam who was “no relation”.  

Searching on Tom Cannam we found that in 1891 Tom had been staying in a hotel in Cheltenham.  His status was married, but Sophie did not seem to be with him, and searches on Sophie Cannam gave no results.  

We were puzzled for a while as where the Cannam name came from, but then discovered, by digging back in the Woodcock family history that it had been the maiden name of Tom’s grandmother, and was also given to Tom’s uncle as a christian name.    

Someone in the town in Australia where Tom had died kindly looked in the records of the local newspaper in case there had been an obituary, but there was only the death notice with details of the funeral, no family details at all.  The notice was in the name of Tom Cannam.

Doing internet searches on Tom Cannam we found quite a few entries about his theatrical performances.  His first appearance in Australia was in January 1892.

Tom had married in Australia in 1919, so I was interested in looking for the death of Sophie.  I did not know whether or not she had gone to Australia, but I had a feeling maybe not.

Searching for a death record for her I found that in 1900 a Sophia Jekyll G Sawdon had married in Bristol!  Her husband was Matthew Wilkinson or Williams.

In 1901 I found a census entry for Sophia and Matthew.  They were visitors at the home of William and Mary Russell in Radcliffe, Lancashire.  Matthew’s occupation was given as dramatic author and Sophie’s as actress.
It had not occurred to me before this that Sophie had been an actress.  I assume that she worked under another name, and maybe this name is what she was using at the time of the 1891 census, which is why she cannot be found.  I tried doing internet searches for her as an actress under all the names I could think of – Newman, Graham, Jekyll, Auther, Sawden and Wilkinson but nothing turned up at all.

I think that maybe Sophia and Matthew had no links to Bristol, but were married when they were working in the theatre there.  As we do not know where they lived it is very difficult to try to find any possible records of children, and of their deaths.  I did wonder if there was any connection between Matthew and the Mrs Wilkinson who worked for the Newman family.  I noticed that in 1871 she was in the Portchester household and wondered if she had accompanied Sophie on the visit.
I do not know whether or not Sophie and Tom were divorced.  Sophie’s father was a lawyer, but I wonder if Tom had disappeared to Australia and changed his name they assumed that he had died.  
